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I think. What would you say, auntie, if I told you
Fm going home to England, and perhaps to
America, and that I shall go on the films and be
a star? Auntie/' she burst out laughing, "that is
the only way he means me to corne back, on the
films. You will all be able to look up at me
and I shan't see you, for I shall be famous,
auntie/'
If it had been one of the others auntie would
have said, "What nonsense you talk, child/' but
with Belle she was silent; she had an uncomfort-
able feeling that it was going to be true, that Belle
would be a star on the films. As she talked to
auntie she seemed as eager as the charming little
girl she once had been, but auntie knew that she
was hard and set on her way.
"If he can persuade me/* said Belle, and
laughed again.
"Persuade you? Don't you want to?"
"Perhaps that is part of the game/' Belle stood
up. "I have to get off here."
"Rosa wanted to see you/' auntie said unwill-
ingly. "She wranted to tell you that they have
found a tablet in the bedroom. She wanted you to
know that you have some old grand relatives
through your father, but I think it's shocking^
Belle, that our suite should be a chapel-------"
Belle was not listening. "I should like to see
Rosa/* she said. "Tell her to write to me, auntie."
"You haven't given us your address/* said
auntie. "You went away and didn't tell us. You
hurt us very much. Belle/'